
Issue 28        September 7       2021 
Send photos, articles and everyday news to newsletterstas@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:newsletterstas@gmail.com


Dear St Thomas Aquinas Family 
 
We were blessed by a few drops of rain before Spring Day – just enough to get rid 

of some dust. Spring brings new hope. Hope of faith and trust. Let us enjoy the 

new blossoms and new life we see around us. 

Our theme for the Grade 7s RE for the past few weeks has been ‘Going green and 

protecting our earth’. We have read the Green Commandments. 

On Friday the 3rd the Grade 7s visited the Foundation Phase to encourage our 

younger learners and to teach them the hymn, “All things bright and beautiful”. 

If you are needing some encouragement I suggest a trip to your nursery to see the 

selection of magnificent plants, vegetables and herbs. 

Let’s get into the garden and plant something beautiful to look at or something   

delicious to eat. 

May you all be blessed with good health. 

 

Ephesians 4:23: “Instead let the Spring renew your thoughts and attitudes.”  

 

Blessings, 
 
Mrs Deiner 
Head of Religion 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember to donate toys and stationery. 

If you would like to contribute, please deliver 
items at the main gate.  



Recently I read something that I thought was truly inspiring and I would like to 
share with you just how it inspired me. 

 

From a Story by Andy Stanely (well-known author): 
 
“Sometimes I just want it to stop. Talk of COVID, looting, brutality, I lose my way. I 
become convinced that this “new normal” is real life. Then I meet an 87 year old 
man who talks of living through polio, diphtheria, Vietnam protests and yet is       
enchanted with life. 
He seemed surprised when I said that 2020 must be especially challenging for him, 
“No,” he said slowly, looking me straight in the eyes. “I learned a long time ago not 
to see the world through the printed headlines; I see the world through the people 
that surround me. I see the world through the realization that we love big. There-
fore, I choose to write my own headlines: 
“Husband loves wife today.” “Family drops everything to come to Grandma’s       
bed-side.” He patted my hand. “Old man makes a new friend.” 
His words collide with my worries, freeing them from the tether I had been holding 
so tight. They float away. I am left with a renewed spirit and a new way to write my 
own headlines.” 
 
This too collided with my world – social media plays such a large role in our lives 
these days and the headlines that they put out can truly dominate my thinking and 
perhaps yours too. It detracts from many of the truly amazing things that happen. 
In doing so, we so easy to forget to celebrate all the goodness, all the love, the   
support, and the victories no matter how small or big. 
 
At home now and in the high school we are writing our own headlines to remind 
ourselves of all the good and the love. We are writing our own headlines to remind 
ourselves to keep positive and to maintain the right focus. We are writing our own 
headlines to remind ourselves of the faithfulness of our God, who never leaves nor 
forsakes us.  
 
Is life hard? Yes! Are we COVID fatigued? Yes! Ensuring that we live in hope and 
pass that hope to our children lies with us. Only we can make the effort to write the 
headlines we need to make the difference. May this encourage you to be 
“enchanted with life”! 
 
What a privilege to be able to share how someone has encouraged me – I pray too 
you would be encouraged. 
 
Blessings always 
Mrs Soal – High School Deputy Principal 



 

Sinethemba: 

It was an amazing experience and we appreciate the time and opportunity we 
were given to learn more.  

Siyabulela: 

One of the things I took to heart from the course was that attitude determines 
everything else. I strive to be like a lion because lions exert lots of power and 
though they’re not the strongest, smartest or the biggest people are still scared 
of them. In the same way, you have an impact regardless of the things society 
might think you need.  

(Next page) 

Ziyanda: 

I came here with a fixed mindset; I had my own beliefs but the Love Matters 
team was able to influence me – not just intellectually but spiritually. I was able 
to grow. 

The Grade 9s took  part in the Don Bosco Youth Centre's educational course   
which was presented at school by the Love Matters team recently. The team 
encouraged the learners to make a commitment to positive values, to see and 
understand more regarding what life is about, and to make responsible choices 

Here is what a few of our Grade 9s had to say about the course: 



 

Thobeka: 

I’m grateful for the educational experience we had because the Love Matters 
team covered topics that we are supposed to know at some point. They made 
it a fun learning experience. 

Dimpho L: 

I’ve learned that sexuality is a gift from God. Always try your best to stay pure 
until marriage. 



 

Mrs Barnes 

Motto: You need to be passionate about what you are doing.  

Secretary 

Years at St Thomas: 34  

What do you appreciate most about our school? Its caring        
approach and attitude to all stakeholders and maintenance of high 
educational standards and discipline. 

Mrs Mokoena 

Motto: Family is important. At work, my motto is “together we 
shall stand”. 

Receptionist & Administrative clerk 

Years at St Thomas: 32  

What do you appreciate most about our school? I appreciate the 
way things are run and just being amongst the staff members. 
There’s a positive vibe and I am always treated well.   

Mrs Koger 

Motto: Honesty is the best policy. 

Administrative clerk 

Years at St Thomas: 34  

What do you appreciate most about our school? Being allowed 
to grow at your own pace, in a loving community.  

(Next page) 



 

Mrs Kgobotlo 

Motto: Having hope will give you courage. 

Bursar 

Years at St Thomas: 10  

What do you appreciate most about our school?  The love and   
support from staff and parents. 

Ms Duncan 

Motto: Be true to self. 

Bursar assistant 

Years at St Thomas: 6  

What do you appreciate most about our school? The open-door 
policy. 

Ms Chapman 

Motto: Trust God’s plan and stay teachable. 

Media liaison 

Years at St Thomas: 4 

What do you appreciate most about our school? Being valued 
as a person. 



Our meerkat mascot needs a name!  

If you have any suggestions, comment on this post or send an e-mail to     

stthomasmedia00@gmail.com 



 

Did you know?  

 You do not need to be a Standard Bank customer to use the    
SORTED App and it is free to use. 

 By implementing cashless solutions and adhering to strict      
hygiene standards, we can better protect the health of our 
learners and staff. 

 Once collected and brought home, you’ll be able to link the 
card on the SORTED App and make use of easy cashless       
payments throughout the school. 

 The app allows users to sell/swap items (like books), keep up to 
date with school events and manage funds in their electronic 
wallet (via the MiMoney option) 

 
How to get your card: 

 Contact our offices at 013 656 3410 and ask for a card. The 
card will then be sent home with your child(ren). 

What to do next: 

Step 1: Download the app  
Step 2: Get a Sorted Debit Card from 

school and link it to your Sorted profile 

If you would like more information, send an e-mail to stthomasmedia00@gmail.com 


