
 

 
SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS SCHOOL 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

27 February 2020 

Held in the HALL of St Thomas Aquinas School 

 

 
1. Welcome and Opening 

Mr Mungaroo welcomed all the parents, teachers and guests from Walton’s, the Tuckshop 
and B.T books. Mr Mungaroo also commented and noted that it is wonderful to see so 
many parents at the AGM this year.  

 
2. Prayer 

Mrs Deiner opened with a prayer 
 

3. Attendance register  
Mr Mungaroo asked parents to please ensure they have signed the attendance register. 
Mr Gani’s sent his apologies however he requests that parent’s phone him, message him 
or visit the shop if they have any concerns, orders, and requests.  

 
4. Approval of previous minutes  

The minutes of the previous meeting was approved. Two of our school parents approved 
the previous minutes. Mr Mungaroo asked if anyone would like to add matters to the 
agenda. 
 

5. Financial Report 
Mrs Kgobotlo gave an overview of 2018 to 2019. She displayed slides explaining the role 
of the BOG at a school and an extract from the school constitution.  

 
Mrs Kgobotlo took the parents through a revenue summary of 2018 and 2019. She 
showed the parents the income and expenditure of 2018 and 2019. 2019 results were still 
unaudited. She encouraged the parents to please use their family code (unique reference) 
when making any form of payments. Mrs Kgobotlo thanked the parents for honouring their 
financial commitments to the school, and asked parents to please use the EFT system as 
ST Thomas Aquinas is a cashless property.  

 



Financial highlights:  
• We have 103 Staff at St Thomas Aquinas school 
• Remuneration of staff – R22 434 699 
• Municipality – R 663 743 
• Maintenance of facilities – R436 150 
• Insurance – R335 418 
• ISASA joining fee – R 48634 
• 2018 26 Camera’s CCTV were bought, screens, overhead projectors, and 

carpets – R221 350 

Plans for 2020, regarding maintenance: 

• Pool pumps and pool lining needs to be repaired 
• Focus on Teacher Education – External training 
• Marketing of the school is very important, flyers have been made, as well as boards for 

Open Day. 
• Safety – Plan to put a few more cameras up around and within the school. 

Mr Mungaroo/Marlinda gave the parents information about 58 Duncan street. The house is 
for sale, and as a school we have no need for the house. If parents can please spread the 
word that it is for sale. 

Financial Questions from parents.  

• Is the increase in 2018-2019 revenue due to the school numbers? Or is it due to the 
school fees increase? 

• What controls are we putting forward to sort out the significant increase (jump) in bad 
debt?  At the end of the year the parents that have not paid get handed over to the debt 
collectors and are blacklisted.  

• Do the students receive a report and results if the parents haven’t paid the fees? 
According to the Rule of credit act, parents are sent letters and called, however the 
South African school policy states that learners need reports to apply elsewhere. As a 
school we put our best efforts into trying to collect the fees and Mrs Kgobotlo and Mrs 
Lange have communicated with parents. 

• The Water bill seems high, isn’t a borehole a good idea? In the best interests and safety 
of the learners the municipality water is cleaner, and we don’t want the learners being 
exposed to dirty water. 

• How are scholarships and bursaries awarded at St Thomas Aquinas school? 
 The SMT meet in the fourth term to discuss awarding of scholarships internally. The 
Grade 7 results are given by the InterSen phase HOD to the High school HOD’s and 
learners are invited to write the exams each learner’s disciplinary records and leadership 
skills are reviewed. Along with our own learners, outside learners are also invited to write 
an exam. Grade 7 invitations are dropped off at Primary schools and we follow up on 
their records with admin staff from the outside schools.  



Within the past two years, only St Thomas Aquinas candidates have been given 
scholarships. For 2020, five scholarships were awarded. 

 
Note from Mrs Soal: your child is at the right school. 

 
•  Are bursaries offered to learners, whose parents may not be able to afford the school 

fees (needy families)? The Dominican sisters as well as the Catholic church do offer 
scholarships. They have a certain criterion, that must be adhered to. The school principal 
usually makes recommendations and then results, and fees are analysed. Many of our 
Grade 12 learners have been offered bursaries for tertiary education. Within the past few 
years, some of our learners have received full bursaries.  
 

6. Chairperson’s Address 
 
Mr Mungaroo introduced other members of the BOG, Mr M Kateruzo (who will be 
replacing Mr Stenzel as the Vice chairperson), Mr Rampfumedzi, Mrs Bam and Dr 
Buleni. He introduced and welcomed Marlinda and the deputies and wished them a good 
year, commenting that this year we will build strength at St Thomas Aquinas School and 
move from ‘good’ to great.   
 
The school has 663 learners and Gr RRR-7 classes are fuller than the High School. 
Parents are encouraged to keep their children at St Thomas Aquinas school and refrain 
from moving them to a Government school after Grade 7 thinking that the learner won’t 
achieve high results. We are proud of the learner’s results and past pupils of St Thomas 
have certainly proven that working hard and the efforts of the teachers reflect high 
standards every year. Please continue to pay their school fees as the school needs to 
ensure sustainability. Thanks to Mrs Khosi Kgobotlo (Accountant) for her hard work and 
efforts and thanks to the teachers for their dedication, loyalty, services, and extra hours.  
 

7. Supplier Performance 
 

• Concerns and requests from parents regarding BT books: 
 Parents feel that even though the book lists go out early, and books have been ordered, 
the delivery of the books is still late due to the publishers. Parents request that BT books 
have more communication with St Thomas Aquinas parents. The BT books 
representative will take these concerns to management. 

 
• Tuckshop: 

Parents request that healthier options are provided and for more stock to be available. 
The tuckshop owner mentioned that she does offer fruit salad and chicken wraps.  
 

• Walton’s: 
Parent have requested that when they buy the Walton’s boxes, they may take out 
certain items as they may have them already e.g. scissors, pencil cases. Flexibility with 



the boxes would be appreciated. Chante the Walton’s Rep will meet with all teachers 
when the lists are drafted. She will also chat to head office about removing certain items 
from the boxes before payments are made by the parents.  
 

8. Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
Mrs Buleni explained that the PTA is not only for fund-raising. The aim is to improve the 
relationships between parents and teachers. When we planned meetings last year, the 
parent responses were not that good. Last year the PTA constitution was handed out at 
the annual Carnival Day. If parents would like to read the constitution they may liaise 
with Mrs Lange or the two deputies this year. 
A picnic fun, event evening has been planned for Thursday 19 March. Parents are 
invited to bring a picnic basket and come and play volleyball matches against the 
teachers and we will possibly make mixed teams. The evening will begin at 17h00 and 
end at 19h00, as it will then be dark. A letter will be sent out, with a reply slip. 
We also plan to have a fun day, for the dads, uncles, grandparents, and learners, later in 
the year.  
 
A parent request concerning the Mom’s tea: not to give learners civvies if the mom’s buy 
tickets, rather award merits or use an alternative form of incentive. Learners can be 
given a certain number of points and can wear civvies. Some of our moms couldn’t 
attend the tea and doesn’t want her child to think she isn’t an interested parent, its only 
because she had other plans.  
 
Sale of textbooks at the end of the year: the parents have requested that a book sale 
day be offered at the end of the year. Where parents can buy textbooks, second hand. 
This may assist with the textbook concerns with BT books. This was done in past years 
and was successful. 
 
A request made to improve communication between the Gr 4-7 phases regarding 
homework and assessments. Parents can have a look at the ClassDojo app. This will be 
discussed at the next PTA meeting. 
 
The PTA request that raffle forms that are handed out for the Small Walk, Big Walk and 
Carnival be sent back and funds collected. We have been able to buy the school kombis, 
replace the school hall lights and sound system in previous years. These fund-raising 
events certainly aid the school.  
 
Can ‘Bully’ badges be sold as some of the learners have lost their badges, and others 
call them bullies.  
 
 
 
 
 



9. CSE  
 
Mrs Soal explained what CSE is and gave an overview of what the curriculum states. 
There has been a considerable amount of change in social media and what learners are 
exposed to. Some learners do not speak about these topics and are not addressing the 
questions learners may ask. Therefore, learners ask their friends and try an access info 
on the internet; learners may then be misinformed or lack understanding.  
UNESCO has re-written the curriculum and the curriculum keeps changing and the 
websites are updated. 
Mrs Soal expressed the view that these topics need to be discussed with learners and 
pornography is dangerous. Therefore, by teaching CSE we make learners aware and 
this is most important. At St Thomas we are fortunate to be able to teach in our own 
ways considering our ethos, as CSE cannot be ignored. We will teach as best we can 
and teach learners the value of the lessons. Textbooks are not yet available. 
 

10. My School Card 
Mrs Daly explained what the My school card means and how it benefits the school. St 
Thomas Aquinas does receive funding from the My School card programme. Parents 
need to register online and then swipe the card at various shops. Woolworths is very 
involved with the My School Card programme. Parents can choose up to 3 beneficiaries 
so it’s not only the school that benefits. 
 

11. Matters arising 
 

Questions from parents and answers given: 
 

• Alternate suppliers: Request that we look at alternate suppliers for clothing. Parents 
may be able to supply items. Can the school investigate this idea? Mary’s fashion and 
Gani’s currently stock the uniform. Mr Gani has improved his stock amounts, however 
he can’t keep large amounts of stock for blazers, as parents don’t always buy them, 
leaving Mr Gani with too much stock. 

• Parents that are entrepreneurs; can maybe help with Business networks at school. 
Parents were asked by Mrs Lange to send their business cards. We always try and get 
3 quotes before we choose a certain supplier. 

• Offering of a Second language: What were the results of the survey?  
2018 the Survey results; 51% in favour of offering a second language, 49% not in 
favour. Majority of high school learner surveys voted for Afrikaans. 
Mrs Lange suggested that the PTA have a workshop and lay the pathway for change. 
Give ideas, look at the pros and cons. Another idea is to look at an outside language 
such as French or Spanish (International languages). However, if a language change 
does happen, it’s a process that will start at Grade 1 levels. An evening in the second 
term can be allocated for a workshop. 

• Question regarding Maths curriculum: Why are we no longer using Singapore Maths? 
Are we lowering the standard of Maths teaching? There is no concern that CAPS will be 



lowering our standard of Maths. The CAPS programme and textbooks have more in 
them, and fill the gaps that Singapore had regarding certain maths practises. Mrs Soal 
gave input on how Maths assessments are done, and the reasons for teaching the way 
we teach. The curriculum in high school for Maths is challenging. Academic support is 
given to learners in the form of extra lessons. Learners are taught to think critically and 
with reasoning. St Thomas Aquinas Maths teachers are excellent. Gr 11 and 12 Maths 
and Science must synthesise. Mrs Soal encouraged parents to come and see her, if 
they have more questions about the weighting of marks and percentages. 

• Gr 1-4 Dictionaries: Parents asked why the dictionaries change, would it be possible to 
use the same dictionary? The Dictionaries we use at St Thomas Aquinas are all chosen 
in the best interests of the learners. At the younger ages they need pictures and 
learning of how to use the dictionaries is made easier by using the grade specific 
dictionaries. 

• Parents request that we look at sourcing other materials for the school tracksuits at St 
Thomas and St Gabriel’s. The material is not strong and tears easily. Mrs Lange will 
ask Mr Gani to bring samples. 

• Raising funds for learners that achieve colours and are asked to attend 
championships/SA colours: Mrs Soal informed the parents that there is a policy for 
incentives for extra-curricular activites. The policy will be reviewed, it was used when 
the PTA worked together and could assist learners, however the PTA became 
dysfunctional and therefore hasn’t been practised.  
Scholarships have been mainly for academics as we are an academic school, however 
the BOG can review the policy and can look at changes. 
 

12. General 
Mr Mungaroo thank the parents once again for coming. 
 
Mrs Lange closed with a Prayer  
 
 

 


